Use this daily Transformation Journal to learn how to study the Bible for yourself.
Pray before you begin and ask God to bless you with insight and discernment as
you ponder and respond to the questions, which are tools for your spiritual growth.

Blessings and Woes

20Then he looked up at his
disciples and said:

‘Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom
of God.

2 ‘Blessed are you who are
hungry now, for you will be
filled. ‘Blessed are you who
weep now, for you will laugh.

22 ‘Blessed are you when people

Luke 6:20-26 nrsv

hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man.
2 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward
is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the

prophets.

24 ‘But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your

consolation.

%5 “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
‘Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn

and weep.

%5 \Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their
ancestors did to the false prophets.

Sermon

Notes

Suggested Reading:
Unlearning Church by Mike Slaughter

Monday, July 26

Jesus taught his disciples about living in
trust and dependence on God alone by
contrasting the religious leaders of his
day with a widow living in poverty. The
religious leaders lived for the accolades
of people and made their wealth at the
expense of the powerless. They donated
to God but relied on themselves and their
financial resources. The poor widow
quietly gave all she had, trusting that
God alone would provide what she
needed.

Mark 12:38-43

e How did the widow actually give
more than all the others, even
though she was poor (Mark 12:43)?

e  Are you torn between serving two
masters (God and money)? What
needs to change?

Tuesday, July 27

Throughout Scripture, a tight correlation
is described between knowing God
intimately and trusting God completely.
In Proverbs 3:6, “in all your ways
acknowledge (God)” is best translated
“in all your ways know God.” As you
develop your relationship with God in
every part of life, including your
finances, you will increasingly trust and
live out God’s wisdom, priorities, and
power.

Proverbs 3:1-15

e  What are you commanded to do in
order to gain God’s wisdom and
guidance?

e How does the directive to honor
God with the “first fruits” (the first 10
percent) of your finances challenge
you (3:9)?




Wednesday, July 28

Jesus first encountered Simon Peter,
James, and John—his future disciples
—at a time of their discouragement.
Regardless of their efforts, they could
not capture the resources they needed.
When you face discouragement in your
finances, career, or family life, Jesus
calls you to come deeper into your
relationship with him, trust his direction,
and see what he will do in your life
situation.

Luke 5:1-11

e  Why did the three disciples leave
everything behind and follow
Jesus?

e Have you been struggling in any
way to produce results on your own
and need to surrender to Jesus
instead?

Thursday, July 29

One of the hot topics in biblical times as
well as today is the possession and use
of money. Paul taught that inner
contentment results from a genuine
relationship with God and a healthy
detachment from material things.
Although all followers of Christ are
called to “do good” and “be rich in good
deeds,” those who are blessed with
material wealth have an even greater
responsibility to manage their resources
for God'’s glory and for the benefit

of others.

1 Timothy 6:6-21

e  Why are you to not put your hope
and trust in wealth? What are you
to put your hope in instead?

e Look at 1 Timothy 6:10-11. What
step do you need to take next to
flee the temptation of money,
pursue godliness in a deeper way,
or both?

Friday, July 30

Learning to trust God sometimes
means stepping out of your comfort
zone, where you feel in control and
capable of handling your life situation,
and simply trusting God to uphold you.
It may be risky for you to step out of
your comfort zone and give according
to biblical standards, but only as you
act in faith will you have the
opportunity to see God'’s promise to
meet your needs come true.

Matthew 14:22-33
and Luke 6:37-38

e What did Peter discover about
Jesus when he stepped out of the
safety of the boat?

e How specifically do you hear
Jesus calling you to step out and
trust him? Will you do it?

Saturday, July 31

There is nothing so certain as the
biblical affirmation of God'’s love for
and good intentions toward you. God
is on your side! When you are asked
to grow in your giving and serving,
there need not be fear of what God
asks you to do. As you “seek (God)
with all your heart,” you will find that
your help in all things comes from the
Lord, who watches over you day and
night.

Jeremiah 29:11-14
and Psalm 121

e  Summarize God’s promise for you
from today’s Scriptures.

e When have you seen God’s
protection for you? Where do you
need God’s help now?




