Friday, September 2

Use this daily Transformation Journal to learn how to study the Bible for yourself.
Pray before you begin and ask God to bless you with insight and discernment as
you ponder and respond to the questions, which are tools for your spiritual growth.

The short book of Joel opens with a
trumpeting, authoritative call to all

people of all times to take note: God
was (and is) preparing for dramatic
action. "The Day of the Lord” not only
referred to the approaching judgment
of God's people for their sinfulness but
also to the final, ultimate day of
judgment for all humankind.

Joel 1:1-12; 2:1-11

¢ The swarm or "nation” of locusts
Joel described was to bring
judgment to all parts of the lives of
God's sinful people. What did Joel
prophesy would be the results of
the locusts?

¢ Have you ever had a wake-up call
like the locusts, a time in which a
major event made you
immediately realize you needed to
get your relationship with God in
order? What happened?

Saturday, September 3

Joel brought a powerful message of
restoration for those who asked God for
forgiveness and returned to a life of
faithfulness. According to Joel's
prophecy, God longs fo lavish blessings
upon obedient people.

Joel 2:12-32; Psalm 103

*  What similar descriptions of God
are found in the readings from Joel
and Psalm 103 ? Which do you find
the most powerful, and why?

*  What might it mean that God longs
to restore our "years the locusts
have eaten” (Joel 2 :25-26)7 Has
God ever restored blessings from
years when you were lost from
God?

Romans 12:15-19

Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. Live
in harmony with one another; do
not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. Do not repay
anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the
sight of all. If it is possibie, so far
as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but
leave room for the wrath of God,;
for it is written, 'Vengeance is
mine, | will repay, says the Lord.’

Romans 3:24

They are now justified by his
grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ
Jesus...
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Sermon Notes




Monday, August 29

God called Hosea to demonstrate literally
the dynamic between God and God's
unfaithful people Israel by marrying
Gomer, an unfaithful wife. God even
instructed Hosea to name his children
according to the dark, prophetic warnings
that God sent in an effort to call the people
back into obedience. As a symbolic of
God's willingness to restore relationship
with the [sraelites, God directed Hosea to
take Gomer and restore his marriage with
her,

Hosea 1-3

*  What loving and forgiving
characteristics of God do you see in
this reading?

* Hosea demonstrated complete
obedience to God, no matter how
difficult or challenging God's
requests. What is the most
challenging request that God is now
making of you? How are you doing?

Tuesday, August 30

The people of Israel assumed that God's
anger would last only a short time and
the God's [oving care would quickly
resume. But God's response through
Hosea let them know God's true desire
was for their acknowledgement of
faithfulness at the heart level, not only
through religious sacrifice.

Hosea 6:1-7; Leviticus 26:3-17

s  According to Hosea, what did God
request of the people in order for
them to receive God's blessings?
What blessings of Ged are named
in Leviticus?

* What is God trying to teach you
fight now through the
conhsequences of your actions—or
what have you learned in the past?

Wednesday, August 31

Hosea reminded his people of the
importance of preparing the ground and
sowing the right "seeds”—those of
righteousness—in order to reap the
harvest of God's love and care. Hosea
also used the image of the love of a
father for his son to describe God's
commitment to the Israelite people.

Hosea 10:12—11:11

¢ What was the spiritual meaning
when Hosea urged the peole to
“break up” their "unplowed
ground” (10:12)?

*  As you look over the whole of your
life (relationships, character,
spiritual integrity, handling of your
possessions), is there any
“unplowed ground” you need to
break up in order to plant seeds of
godly obedience? In which of these
areas? Name your next step to get
started.

Thursday, September 1

Hosea's urging to the Israelites included
strong advice about denouncing the
human strength of their eventual
congueror, the neighboring country of
Assyria, and acknowledging God as the
only source of provision. |n the final
chapter of this book, Hosea likened God
to a tree providing people with
fruitfulness.

Hosea 14

» Reread verse 9. Why do some walk
easily and others stumble on God's
“way,” or path?

* According to Hosea, living in
obedience to God brings
fruitfuiness. In what ways have you
“blossomed” (been transformed)
since you committed yourself to
following Jesus?




