Use this daily Transformation Journal to learn how to study the Bible for yourself.
Pray before you begin and ask God to bless you with insight and discernment as
you ponder and respond to the questions, which are tools for your spiritual growth.

Matthew 22: 1-10

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for
his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other
slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have pre-
pared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his busi-
ness, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed
them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The
wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled
with guests.

Sermon Notes

Monday, August 9

Hospitality is about extending God'’s
grace and inviting people to experience
the love of Jesus. Being willing to humble
yourself and sacrificially be involved with
all people is a critical part of hospitality.
Even when people excuse themselves as
too busy or too involved, keep on asking
and welcoming until God’s house is filled.

Luke 14:1-24

e What do you learn about the
difference between society’s values
and Jesus’ values from today’s
verses?

e In what ways have you been subtly
influenced by society’s values rather
than Jesus’ values?

Tuesday, August 10

“In reception of the poor and pilgrims the
greatest care and solicitude should be
shown, because it is especially in them
that Christ is received” (Saint Benedict,
A.D. 480-543). The greatest benefit of all
is experiencing Jesus through those
whom you welcome into your life.

Luke 24:13-36 and Hebrews 13:1-3

e In the story in Luke 24, why did the
two men not recognize Jesus?
What opened their eyes to him?

e In what current situation or
relationship do you most need your
eyes opened to see Jesus?




Wednesday, August 11

The key to hospitality is love—not as an
emotion but as assertive, practical
actions that reach out to care for others.
Your willingness to apply the New
Testament's teachings on
demonstrating this kind of practical love
will determine the climate of your family,
your local church, and your community.

Romans 12:9-21, Acts 2:42-47,
and 3John 1:1-14

e What makes you think the
individuals within the Acts 2
believers’ community were
practicing what Paul taught in
Romans 12:9-21?

e Based on Romans 12, what loving
action could you take this week
toward someone who is difficult to
love?

Thursday, August 12

As the people in Philippi responded to
the gospel message through Paul, they
opened their hearts and homes to him
and his traveling companions. Entire
households were changed. When the
gospel enters a home through just one
believer, a chain reaction begins that
influences not only a family but also
future generations.

Acts 16:11-40

e Paul and Silas were falsely
accused, severely beaten and
thrown into a dark, damp cell with
other prisoners. Why did they trust
the jailer to take them to his home?
What was the result?

e When have you stepped out in
faith and trusted another person’s
offer of hospitality? What
happened?

Friday, August 13

Paul was one ot the most well-traveled
apostles, completing three missionary
journeys around the Mediterranean
area. Roman inns of the time were
known as dangerous, dirty, and flea
infested, so traveling teachers,
including Paul, depended on the local
communities of believers for hospitality
instead.

Acts 21:1-16 and 28:1-10

e In how many homes did Paul stay,
as described by these verses?
What acts of “unusual kindness”
were done for Paul?

e s it difficult for you to accept or
receive help from others? Why or
why not?

Saturday, August 14

Hospitality is bigger than opening your
home; it has to do with opening your
heart. The love you receive from Jesus
flows out from you, and this enables
you to welcome others as Jesus does.
You may not like what you see or hear;
your comfort zone may be pushed to
the max. But the directive is clear—we
all are to welcome the stranger.

James 2:14-26 and 1 John 3:16-24

e According to today’s Scriptures,
how does faith go beyond lip
service to action?

e John’s definition of love is found in
1 John 3:16-18. Rewrite it in your
own words? How does it differ
from the world’s “definition” of
love?




