Friday, January 6

Paul turned his attention to the false
teachers who were trying to sway the
Philippians from the truth. He
addressed the false teaching that
claimad connection with God comes
through strict observance of the Law.
Using his own experience, Paul shared
his passion simply fo know Christ and
urged the Philippians to follow his
example.

Philippians 3:1-15

¢ Paul challenged the Philippians to
pursue daily a relationship with
Jesus. What do you think leads
followers of Jesus to think and act
like we have no further growth to
do?

®  Paul let go of anything in the past
that could hinder his relationship
with Jesus. What from your past
do you need to let go of in order
to be free to press on in your
relationship with Christ?

Saturday, January 7

Paul's joy came as a result of being at
peace with God in his spirit and in his
life situation. In today’s verses, Paul
addressed how both individuals and the
church community could experience
Gad’s peace. He challenged them to
deal with the issues threatening to
divide them and to purposefully develop
life attitudes that promote healthy
retationships and help in coping with
difficult situations.

Philippians 3:16—4:9

¢ Make a list of Paufl's instructions
from these Scripturgs. VWhat
attitudes and behaviors can we
choose that will help us experience
God's peace?

s |nwhat situation do you need to
experience God's peace? Which of
Paul’'s instructions can you apply to
that situation?

Use this daily Transformation Journal to learn how to study the Bible for yourself,
Pray befare you begin and ask God to bless you with insight and discernment as
you ponder and respond to the questions, which are tools for your spiritual growth.

1 Kings 3.7-14

And now, O Lard my God, you have made your servant king in place of
my father David, although | am only a little child; | do not know how to go
out or come in. °And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. *Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern
this your great people?’

"% |t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ''God said to him,
‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life
or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, *I now do according to your
word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has
been before you and no one fike you shall arise after you. **I give you
also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no
other king shall compare with you. “If you will walk in my ways, keeping
my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then |
will lengthen your life.’

Sermon Notes




NMonday, January 2

Paui followed the form of a typical Greek
letter of his time; a greeting, followed by a
prayer for his recipients. Paul gave thanks
for the long partnership and friendship he

had with the Philippians. As he did so, he
introduced the primary theme of joy.

Philippians 1:1-11

*  The word "partnership” comes from
the Greek “koincnia” and reflects a
community sharing a commeoen focus,
with each member contributing what
her or she can. Identify the ways Paul
thanked and encouraged his partners
in Phillippi.

e [ist practical ways a person could
love others “with the affection of
Christ” (1:8). Choose one of those
ways to act upon this week.

Tuesday, January 3

Paul was incarcerated in a house where
he could have visitors and receive mail
and gifts. However, he was chained 24/7
to one of the elite members of the
Roman army. This provided Paul with a
rotating captive audience with whom he
could share Christ. Paul not only
affected Roman soldiers with the good
news of Jesus, but his courageous
witness also encouraged other
Christians to be bold, and the gospel to
spread even further. '

Philippians 1:12.26

s |nverses 18-26, what insights do
you have into Paul’s philosophy of
life?

¢ Paul said, "For to me, to live is
Christ.” Based on your investment
of time, energy, and money, how
would you answer, “For to me, to
live is ?
What will you do to make Jesus a
greater priority in your life?

Wednesday, January 4

Paul shifted from his own circumstances
and attitudes to the Philippians’. One of
the most beautiful statements about
Christ in all of Scripture is the
centerpiece of these verses. Paul stated
the foundational truth of Jesus—who he
was and why he came—io motivate the
Philippians to proper behavior towards
each other.

Philippians 1:27—2:18

¢ |n2:5-8, what did Jesus the Son
chose to do in obedience to God
the Father? What was the Father's
response in verses 9-117

*  \When our behavior lines up with
God's instructions, our witness for
Jesus shines in a dark world (2:14-
18). In what ways are you shining
brightly? What part of your behavior
do you need to line up more closely
with God'’s word?

Thursday, January 5

After teaching the Philippians about
henoring the gospe! by working together
selflessly, Paul gave three examples. He
pointed to himself, Timothy { a long time
coworker and friend who was with him
when he founded the church in Philippi},
and Epaphroditus (the representative
send by the Philippian church with a
financial gift to support Paul).

Philippians 2:19-30;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

s Make three lists: things Paul said
about himself, things he said about
Timothy, and things he said about
Epaphroditus.

* Choose one attitude from your lists
to work on this week. What will you
do?




