Friday, December 9

Following Jesus includes faithfulness
in our thought life. Paul pointed out
that God’s power is strong enough to
defeat arguments and thoughts that
are against the truth of Christ. False
teachers had challenged Paul’s
credibility among the Corinthian
Christians, so Paul included in this part
of his letter a defense of his own
credentials and a clarification of his
reputation of servant leadership.

1 Corinthians 10—11

+« What kind of “boasting” did Paul
say was appropriate?

s In 11:14-15, Paul revealed a
shocking truth about the
deceptiveness of Satan, the prince
of darkness, and those who do not
truly serve Jesus as Lord, What
do you need to do to stay
spiritually alert to these tricks?

Saturday, December 10

The false teachers who tried to take
over the church in Corinth in Paul's
absence claimed to have gotten their
“truths” from visions and revelations.
Paul countered their claim by describing
a real vision Ged had given him years
before. With that vision, however, God
also gave Paul a revelation about the
spiritual purpose of afftictions and
weaknesses.

2 Corinthians 12-13

s  According to 12:7-10, what was
God’s explanation for refusing to
remove Paul's affliction? What was
Paul's response?

e What “thorn in the flesh” do you
have that God has not removed?
What attitude do you think God
desires you to have regarding this?
Write a prayer, asking God for help,
guidance, and the power to receive
God's outcome from this situation,

Use this daily Transformation Journal to learn how to study the Bible for yourself.
Pray before you begin and ask God to bless you with insight and discernment as
you ponder and respond to the questions, which are tools for your spiritual growth.

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, %’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ *But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. **The angel said
to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *'And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.
“He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house
of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ *Mary said to the
angel, ‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’ *The angel said to her, ‘The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *And
now, your refative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. * For nothing will be
impossible with God.” *®Then Mary said, ‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Sermon Notes




Monday, December 5

Paul opened this Ietter to the Corinthians
with a reminder of God's comfort and
supernatural power in our lives. Paul's
efforts to explain the change in his plans
to visit them was intended to verify his
credibility in ministry and the
trustworthiness of his word. Paul longed
for the Corinthian Christians to understand
and appreciate the triumphant, grace-filled
nature of faith in Jesus.

1 Corinthians 1-2

*  According to Paul, what is the by
product of God's comfort to us in
times of troubles?

¢ Paul calls Christians to bring others
the “aroma of Christ,” which he also
described as the "aroma that brings
life.” To whom can you bring this
aroma?

Tuesday, December 6

in biblical times, people kept valuables
in plain clay jars so as not to attract the
attention of potential thieves. Paul used
the metaphor of clay jars to describe our
earthly physical bodies that contain the
supernatural life of Jesus. Though our
human bodies will not last forever, our
life in Christ will span eternity with God.
For followers of Jesus, physical health
my deteriorate, but spiritual health can
always be renewed.

2 Corinthians 3-4

*  What did Paul mean by a
“lefter...written on human}
hearts™ (3:1-3)?

¢ Reread 4:16-18. What "light and
momentary troubles” has God used
fo help you grow and mature in your
faith? What encouragement do you
find in today’s Scripture reading?

Wednesday, December 7

“Ministry of reconciliation” describes a
crucial, mandatory responsibility of all
Christians. If we have received
reconciliation with God through the
good news of Jesus and we have
become “new creations in Christ,” we
have also become ambassadors of this
message to others. Our human lives
become instruments of a powerful,
supernatural message, intended to
bring all persons into transforming
relaticnships with God through Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:1—6:2

e What specifically did Paul say was
the “message of reconciliation: that
believers are to share?

s  Verses 5:7-10 remind us that we
will be held accountable for our
actions on Christ's behalf. Of what
would you be confident when
standing befare God? What would
God want you to improve?

Thursday, December 8

Second Corinthians offers the most
extensive explanation of God's plans for
generous giving in the entire New
Testament. In 8:5-7, Paul pointed out
how necessary it is for believers to give
ourselves first to the Lord. Only then is
the supernatural grace of giving

possible through us. Over and over, Paul
confirmed that generous giving is
possible through us. (2:8).

2 Corinthians 8—9

o  What does 8:12 teach about God's
view of the amount we are capable
of giving?

» Make a list of the principles about
giving in these two chapters. Which
of these are you already
demonstrating? What do you need
most {o implement?




